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Isaac and Rebekah

The Objective is the
key concept for this
week’s lesson. It
should be the main
focus of the study.

These are the key
verses that you will
find helpful in teach-
ing your study this
week. The “Main pas-
sage” is the basis of
the study, where the
other verses support
the objective of the
lesson.

There is a memory
verse for the students
that relates to every
study. If a student can
memorize the verse
for the following week
you may give them a
prize from the
“reward box” found on
your cart.

An introductory activi-
ty or question that will
settle the class, draw
their attention to the
study and prepare
their hearts for God’s

Word.

Objec:tive To continue the story of the Old Testament by
looking at the story of Isaac and Rebekah.

Key Verses
Genesis 24—Main Teaching Passage

Memory Verse - Galatians 3:6 (October Memory Verse)

“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him as
righteousness.”

Hook

On the cart are cards with pictures, each of which has one
matching card. Hand these cards out to the students randomly
but tell them not to look at their picture or show it to anyone
until you say so. Tell them that as soon as you say, “go,” they are
to find the student with the matching picture (check beforehand
that you are giving out matching sets). Just like each player in
this game has one match, God prepared a perfect match for Isaac
in our story.



What does the Bible
say? This is where we
will read a passage or
series of passages that
teach on the subject of
the day.

The interpretation/
exegesis of the pas-
sage. What does this
passage mean? How
does this passage ap-
ply to my life?

BOOK

God had begun to put His plan of redemption into action. He had
chosen the family of Abraham to bring forth Messiah, to become a great
nation, and to bless the entire world. One child, however, does not equal a
great nation. Abraham needed descendants through Isaac, which meant
that [saac needed a wife.

Abraham’s servant was instructed to travel to Abraham’s homeland
to find a wife for Isaac there. Upon, arrival he asked the Lord to show him
exactly who Isaac should marry by having the right woman offer to water
his camels. Rebekah did just this, using the exact words that the servant
had spoken to the Lord. Rebekah was offered Isaac’s hand in marriage
and agreed to go, despite her family trying to convince her to stay longer.
Upon arrival in Canaan, she saw Isaac, and a scene from a romance movie
ensued, with both of them running straight to each other.

This chapter tells us that right from the very beginning, Isaac loved
Rebekah. God made no mistake in bringing these two together, and truly
would use them to continue a long line of descendants until the birth of
Christ.

LOOK

Camels are really interesting animals. A full-grown male camel can
weigh up to 1,300 pounds and can stand 7 ft tall (at the hump). They can
run at a top speed of 40 miles per hour. Camels can live to the age of 50.
For me though, the two most incredible facts | know about camels are that
they can survive for up to 6 months without drinking water, and that a
full-grown (1,300 pound) camel can drink 53 gallons of water in 3
minutes! Why are we talking about camels, you ask? Because in Genesis
24, we see what is truly an act of the Lord working in a person'’s life.

Abraham’s servant was sent to the country that Abraham came
from (Ur of the Chaldeans) to find a wife for Isaac, Abraham’s son. He took
ten camels for the long journey across the desert. As the servant was
travelling, the biggest concern that he had was that he was going to bring
back the wrong wife for Isaac. The servant did the wisest possible thing
he could do: he asked for God’s help.

The servant asked God to bring a woman along his path who would
offer to give his camels a drink. When we realize just how much a camel
can drink, we start to realize that this wasn’t a small thing the servant was
asking. When Rebekah came by and offered to water the servant’s



What is my response
to this passage of
Scripture? How should
my life change accord-
ing to what this pas-
sage teaches me?
What are the practical
things I can do
throughout the week
to make this true in
my life?

I_O O K (Continued)

camels, she was perhaps offering to draw around 530 gallons water out of
the well. That means lowering her water jar down into the well, hauling it
out, emptying it for the camels, and then doing it all over again until they
were satisfied. That is an incredible amount of work, especially for
someone that she didn’t even know.

The Lord knew exactly who was supposed to marry Isaac, and He
ensured that she was right where she needs to be when Abraham’s
servant came looking. Rebekah showed a humility and work ethic that |
can only dream of. For her hard work, she was rewarded not only with
Isaac’s hand in marriage, but also with the incredible honor of being the
great (many times over) grandmother of Jesus Christ. Of course, we
should already have guessed that even though Isaac and Rebekah had
never met, the Lord ensured that they would be happy together, and
Genesis 24 tells us that Isaac loved Rebekah from the first meeting.

TOOK

Brainstorm some ways that the students could be servants like Rebekah
in their own homes today.

Pray: Praise the Lord that He cares about every detail of our lives. Thank
Him for Rebekah'’s example of service and humility. Ask Him for the
ability to hear His voice and obey it.

Parent Question: How can your student help you out around the house
today?



FURTHER STUDY

Commentary on Genesis 24 by David Guzik

Genesis 24 - A Bride for Isaac

A. Abraham’s commission to his servant.
1. (1-4) Abraham sends out a servant to seek out a bride for his son.

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. So Abraham
said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, “Please, put your hand under my thigh,
and I will make you swear by the LoRD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; but you shall go to my country
and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

a. The oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had: This was the servant
named Eliezer (Genesis 15:2), or at least he was some 60 years before this. If it was someone else, the Holy
Spirit didn’t give any indication of it.

b. Put your hand under my thigh: According to ancient custom, this described a serious oath. Abraham was
extremely concerned that [saac not be married to a Canaanite bride.

i. “The person binding himself put his hand under the thigh of the person to whom he was to be bound; i.e.,
he put his hand on the part that bore the mark ofcircumcision, the sign of God's covenant...Our ideas of deli-
cacy may revolt from the rite used on this occasion; but, when the nature of the covenant is considered, of
which circumcision was the sign, we shall at once perceive that this rite could not be used without producing
sentiments of reverence and godly fear, as the contracting party must know that the God of this covenant
was a consuming fire.” (Clarke)

2. (5-9) The mission clearly defined.

And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take
your son back to the land from which you came?” But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my
son back there. The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my fami-
ly, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land,” He will send His an-
gel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. And if the woman is not willing to follow you,
then you will be released from this oath; only do not take my son back there.” So the servant put his hand un-
der the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.

a. Abraham said to him: Apparently, Abraham anticipated that he might die while his servant was gone, so
the instructions were made perfectly clear.

b. Beware that you do not take my son back there: Isaac, the son of promise, never once left the Promised
Land.

B. The servant’s mission fulfilled.



1. (10-14) Eliezer’s prayer to God.

Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, for all his master’s goods were in his hand.
And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. And he made his camels kneel down outside the
city by a well of water at evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. Then he said, “O LorD God
of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham. Behold,
here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. Now
let it be that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,” and she says,
‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink’; let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac.
And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master.”

a. 0 LorD God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day: Essentially, Eliezer asked God to
guide through providential circumstances. Often (but certainly not always) this is a bad way to discern God'’s
will.

i. Generally speaking, circumstances alone can be a dangerous way to discern God’s will. We have a way of ig-
noring circumstances that speak against our desired outcome (or we attribute those circumstances to the
devil), while focusing on the circumstances that speak for our desired outcome.

ii. But in this case, Eliezer established what he would look for before anything happened. He wasn’t making up
the standard as the process unfolded.

b. Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink: Eliezer was wise enough to ask for a sign that was re-
markable, but (in human terms) possible. He didn’t tempt God by asking for fire to fall from heaven or for pro-

tection as he leapt from an unsafe height.

c. Let her be the one: In praying this prayer, there was a sense in which Eliezer set the odds against finding
someone. It would take a remarkable woman to volunteer for this tedious task.

i. Considering that a camel may drink up to 20 gallons, watering ten camels meant at least an hour of hard
work.

d. By this I will know: Eliezer cared nothing about the woman’s appearance. He wanted a woman of charac-
ter, a woman whom God had chosen.

2. (15) God answers the servant’s prayer before it was finished.

And it happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of Mil-
cah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her pitcher on her shoulder.

a. Before he had finished speaking: Isaiah 65:24 speaks of this kind of gracious answer to prayer: It shall
come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, [ will hear.

b. Rebekah...came out with her pitcher on her shoulder: The servant did not yet know the prayer was an-
swered; only time would prove it.

3.(16-21) The servant, though surprised, waits for complete confirmation of his prayer.
Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And she went down to

the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. And the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me drink a little
water from your pitcher.” So she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, and



gave him a drink. And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels
also, until they have finished drinking.” Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the
well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to know
whether the LorD had made his journey prosperous or not.

a. The young woman was very beautiful to behold: We generally regard the Bible as being given to under-
statement. When we read Rebekah was very beautiful to behold, we should understand Rebekah was in-
deed very beautiful.

b. The servant ran to meet her: The servant did not think it was unspiritual to introduce himself to Rebekah;
yet, he certainly did not do anything to suggest that she should provide water for the camels. Prayer is no sub-
stitute for action.

c. And drew for all his camels: As Rebekah began the hard work of watering all the camels, the servant did
not stop her. He wanted a woman who would not only say that she would water the camels, but who would
actually do the hard work.

i. Perhaps Eliezer knew that for some, it is much easier to talk like a servant than to actually serve. He wanted
to see if she had a servant’s heart, not only a servant’stalk.

4. (22-28) The servant, when the bride has been chosen, gives her rich gifts even before the marriage to the
father’s son.

So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden nose ring weighing half a shekel,
and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of gold, and said, “Whose daughter are you? Tell me,
please, is there room in your father’s house for us to lodge?” So she said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel,
Milcah’s son, whom she bore to Nahor.” Moreover she said to him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and
room to lodge.” Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the LOoRrD. And he said, “Blessed be

the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth toward my master. As for
me, being on the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master’s brethren.” So the young woman ran and
told her mother’s household these things.

a. A golden nose ring: There was nothing strange, shocking, or rebellious about wearing a nose ring in that
culture.

b. Being on the way, the LORD led me: The showed the mentality of the servant. He felt it was his duty to
be on the way, and to trust that God would guide him along the way.

i. It is hard to steer a parked car. If we want to be guided by the LORD, we should be on our way.
5. (29-33) Laban entertains the servant.

Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. So it came to
pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when he heard the words of his
sister Rebekah, saying, “Thus the man spoke to me,” that he went to the man. And there he stood by the cam-
els at the well. And he said, “Come in, O blessed of the LOrRD! Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared
the house, and a place for the camels.” Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and pro-
vided straw and feed for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him.
Food was set before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told about my errand.” And he said,
“Speak on.”

a. Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban: The father of Rebekah was Bethuel, who was still alive



(Genesis 24:50). Yet it seems that Laban took the lead in representing the family. Perhaps Laban was already
known for his ability to make a deal to his advantage.

b. When he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists: Laban’s eyes were on the riches the
servant brought. He was motivated to show appropriate hospitality to this mysterious visitor and to warmly
greet him: “Come in, O blessed of the LORD!”

6. (34-49) The servant tells his story and the purpose of his visit.

So he said, “I am Abraham'’s servant. The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and
He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. And
Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and to him he has given all that he has.
Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Ca-
naanites, in whose land I dwell; but you shall go to my father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for my
son.” And I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.” But he said to me, “The LoRD, before
whom [ walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from
my family and from my father’s house. You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for
if they will not give her to you, then you will be released from my oath.” And this day I came to the well and
said, ‘O LorD God of my master Abraham, if You will now prosper the way in which I go, behold, I stand by the
well of water; and it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say to her, “Please
give me a little water from your pitcher to drink,” and she says to me, “Drink, and [ will draw for your camels
also,”; let her be the woman whom theLoRD has appointed for my master’s son.” But before I had finished
speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to
the well and drew water. And I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.” And she made haste and let her pitcher down
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels a drink also.” So I drank, and she gave the cam-
els a drink also. Then I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, “The daughter of Bethuel,
Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. And
[ bowed my head and worshiped the LorD, and blessed theLoRD God of my master Abraham, who had led me
in the way of truth to take the daughter of my master’s brother for his son. Now if you will deal kindly and tru-
ly with my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that [ may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

C. Rebekah is brought to Isaac.
1. (50-53) The family agrees to give Rebekah to Isaac. The father’s servant gives more gifts.

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak to you either
bad or good. Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as

the LORD has spoken.” And it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, that he worshiped
the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother.

a. Laban and Bethuel answered: In light of the evident hand of God’s providence, and the wealth of the serv-
ant’s master, the answer seemed obvious to Rebekah’s brother and father.

b. He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother: When an agreement of marriage had
been made, it was customary for the bridegroom (or his representative) to give the family of the bride gifts as
a dowry to demonstrate his financial ability to provide for the bride.

2. (54-60) The servant intends to depart quickly; Rebekah agrees.

And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the morning,
and he said, “Send me away to my master.” But her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman stay



with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go.” And he said to them, “Do not hinder me, since

the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that [ may go to my master.” So they said, “We will call the
young woman and ask her personally.” Then they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”
And she said, “I will go.” So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his
men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her: “Our sister, may you become the mother of thousands of ten
thousands; and may your descendants possess the gates of those who hate them.”

a. I will go: One of the most remarkable things about Rebekah was her total willingness to leave all to be with
a bridegroom she had never seen. Her words “I will go” were worthy words of faith.

b. “Do not hinder me”...“I will go”: The servant was determined to leave promptly, and Rebekah was deter-
mined to make her home with her new husband. She understood that her loyalty should be with her new fam-

ily.

i. “If the world does not succeed in persuading the believer to abide in the world, it will seek to delay his exit...
When you decide to go with the Lord, the world will applaud your devotion but will say, ‘Don’t rush. Abide a
few days, at least ten, and then go.” (Barnhouse)

3.(61-67) Rebekah is brought unto Isaac; they marry.

Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the man. So the servant took
Rebekah and departed. Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South. And Isaac
went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and looked, and there, the camels were
coming. Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel; for she had
said to the servant, “Who is this man walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So
she took a veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her. So
[saac was comforted after his mother’s death.

a. So the servant took Rebekah and departed: We can well imagine the conversations Rebekah and Eliezer
had on the journey. She wanted to know all she could about Isaac, whom she loved without ever seeing, and
he would be delighted to tell her.

b. She took a veil and covered herself: The covering with a veil signified chastity, modesty, and submission.
This was how Rebekah wanted to meet her bridegroom.

c. Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening: This was the first mention of Isaac since he was
left on top of Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:19). We see nothing of Isaac from the time of his rescue from death
(which might be thought of as a symbolic resurrection) to the time he was united with his bride.

i. In all this, we see the coming together of Isaac and Rebekah as a remarkable picture of the coming together
of Jesus and His people.

A father desired a bride for his son

A son was accounted as dead and raised from the dead

A nameless servant was sent forth to get a bride for the son

The servant’s name was actually Eliezer, meaning “God of help” or “helper”

The lovely bride was divinely met, chosen, and called, and then lavished with gifts
She was entrusted to the care of the servant until she met her bridegroom

ii. The way Isaac and Rebekah came to each other is also instructive. They did not date in the modern sense;
they served and sought God (Isaac did meditate in the field), and God brought them together. They obviously



were more concerned with the will of God than with modern notions of romantic love.

d. He loved her: Isaac loved his bride, and Jesus loves His Church.
Summarizing the pictures of Isaac, Rebekah, Jesus, and the Church.

i. Both Rebekah and the church:

Were chosen for marriage before they knew it (Ephesians 1:3-4).

Were necessary for the accomplishment of God’s eternal purpose (Ephesians 3:10-11).
Were destined to share in the glory of the son (John 17:22-23).

Learned of the son through his representative.

Must leave all with joy to be with the son.

Were loved and cared for by the son.

ii. Both Isaac and Jesus:

Were promised before their coming.

Finally appeared at the appointed time.

Were conceived and born miraculously.

Were given a special name before birth.

Were offered up in sacrifice by the father.

Were brought back from the dead.

Were head of a great company to bless all people.
Prepared a place for their bride.

Had a ministry of prayer until united with the bride.



