
Sunday Morning 

Proverbs 9 

Study 8 



Proverbs 9 

Key Verses  
Proverbs 9:1-12 
Luke 6:45 
 

Hook 

Review last week’s memory verse, Proverbs 8:11. 

Select one of the students in the class who is a good sport. Ask 

them to introduce themselves to the class by saying their name, 

where they live and their favorite color. On the board deliberate-

ly misspell their name and write the wrong town and a different 

color. When they correct you pretend to ignore them or lightly 

make fun of them for not knowing their own favorite color.  

Now address the class and ask them the correct way that you 

should have responded to being corrected by the student. 

Memory Verse -  Proverbs 1:7 
 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
    but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
 
(This is a repeat verse from a few weeks ago) 

Objective  To show how our reaction to being corrected 

demonstrates what is stored up in our hearts. 

The Objective is the 
key concept for this 
weeks lesson. It 
should be the main 
focus of the study 

These are the key 
verses that you will 
find helpful in teach-
ing your study this 
week. The “Main pas-
sage” is the basis of 
the study, where the 
other verse support 
the objective of the 
lesson. 

There is a memory 
verse for the students 
that relates to every 
study. If a student can 
memorize the verse 
for the following week 
you may give them a 
prize from the 
“reward box” found on 
your cart. 

An introductory activi-
ty or question that will 
settle the class, draw 
their attention to the 
study and prepare 
their hearts for God’s 
Word  



 BOOK  

 Proverbs 9 is an invitation to partake in wisdom along with an in-

teresting self-diagnostic tool to see the true state of our hearts. It begins 

with 6 verses that describe wisdom as a queen who has prepared a great 

banquet feast. She sends out her messengers to everyone saying that any-

one who lacks understanding can come to her and freely eat. These verses 

show us that the Lord’s wisdom is offered and available to all. Wisdom is 

described as the best food that is available. It is like a Thanksgiving dinner 

feast put before a starving man. The Lord’s wisdom doesn’t just sustain 

but it brings joy and lifts up the spirits. 

 In verses 7-9 we are reminded of Luke 6:45, “Out of the abundance 

of the heart the mouth speaks.” These verses show us that the way we re-

spond to criticism and correction actually shows the world the state of 

hearts. If we receive a rebuke, listen to it and learn from it, the Scriptures 

call us wise. If we scoff or mock, or worse, respond in anger, we show that 

there is something in our heart that still needs to be brought under the 

subjection of the Holy Spirit.  

 Verses 10-12 remind us that wisdom and understanding belong to 

the Lord alone and that it is only by turning to Him that we grow in faith.  

A principle, not a promise, is given to us in verse 11. If we walk in the 

Lord’s ways and live according to His Word we are likely to avoid things 

that would unnecessarily cause us harm. This is not a promise of health 

and prosperity for the believer. The promise that we can trust is that in 

turning to Christ the uncountable years of eternity will be added to us. If 

we pay heed to the ultimate piece of wisdom, choosing Christ over the 

world, we are assured of life everlasting, peace, and joy. 

What does the Bible 
say? This is where we 
will read a passage or 
series of passages that 
teach on the subject of 
the day.  

LOOK  

 One of the most uncomfortable experiences that we ever face is 
when someone rebukes us for something that we have done wrong. It is 
unpleasant for so many reasons. We might feel like we have let someone 
else down, let ourselves down, or lost the trust of someone we love. You 
might have been disciplined by a teacher, a parent, a grandparent, or even 
a friend.  Proverbs 9 tells us that the way we respond in those situations 
tells us an awful lot about ourselves. 
 If someone corrects us we have two options: we can listen to the 
correction, recognize where we have messed up, and try our best to do 
things differently from that point on, or we can ignore the person and  
carry on doing things the same way. If we listen and realize that we have  

The interpretation/
exegesis of the passage. 
What does this passage 
mean? How does this 
passage apply to my 
life?  



TOOK  

As a class, memorize Proverbs 1:7. 

Ask the class, “When we are being corrected how should we behave? How 

should we respond? How can we take that correction and use it do the 

right thing the next time?” 

Pray: Ask the Lord to reveal the things stored up in our hearts. Ask Him to 

help us to put those before Him and to bring them under subjection to 

Him. 

Parent Question: How do our words (or our response) reveal what is in 

our hearts? 

What is my response to 
this passage of Scrip-
ture? How should my life 
change according to 
what this passage teach-
es me? What are the 
practical things I can do 
throughout the week to 
make this true in my life.  

LOOK (Continued)  

made a mistake or done the wrong thing, the Scriptures tell us that not 
only are we being wise by listening, but that we will grow in wisdom and 
understanding by changing our behavior. If, however, we ignore the re-
buke and scoff at or mock the person who is trying to help us, then the 
Scripture calls us wicked men who shame themselves. 
 You see, the Bible tells us in Luke 6:45 that, “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: 
for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.”  
 This verse tells us that what is stored up in our hearts is what speak 
out of our mouths. If we have anger inside of us when we are faced with 
those kind of difficult situations, we will respond with anger. If we have 
rudeness and mockery stored up inside of us when we are rebuked, we 
will mock and ridicule. If we have patience, love, or grace stored up in our 
hearts, then when we are corrected that same patience, love, and grace 
will help us to receive whatever it was that we were being corrected for. 
God’s wisdom is available to everyone. The Proverbs often give us inter-
esting analogies to help us understand what wisdom is like. In Proverbs 9 
we are told that wisdom is like a queen who holds a giant banquet feast. 
She sends out her maidens throughout all the land inviting everyone to 
come in and eat. The feast has the best food, the best drinks, and is placed 
in the best room of the palace. We are told that eating this food is not only 
filling and sustaining, but it tastes delicious. God’s wisdom is like eating 
the best food. It makes us strong and gives us energy but it also is a pleas-
ure to partake in.  



FURTHER STUDY 

Chapter 9 

Christ and sin are rivals for the soul of man, and here we are told how they both make their court to it, to have 

the innermost and uppermost place in it. The design of this representation is to set before us life and death, 

good and evil; and there needs no more than a fair stating of the case to determine us which of those to choose, 

and surrender our hearts to. They are both brought in making entertainment for the soul, and inviting it to ac-

cept of the entertainment; concerning both we are told what the issue will be; and, the matter being thus laid 

before us, let us consider, take advice, and speak our minds. And we are therefore concerned to put a value up-

on our own souls, because we see there is such striving for them. 

I. Christ, under the name of Wisdom, invites us to accept of his entertainment, and so to enter into acquaint-

ance and communion with him (v. 1-6). And having foretold the different success of his invitation (v. 7-9) he 

shows, in short, what he requires from us (v. 10). and what he designs for us (v. 11), and then leaves it to our 

choice what we will do (v. 12). 

II. Sin, under the character of a foolish woman, courts us to accept of her entertainment, and (v. 13-16) pre-

tends it is very charming (v. 17). But Solomon tells us what the reckoning will be (v. 18). And now choose you, 

this day, whom you will close with. 

Pro 9:1-12 Wisdom is here introduced as a magnificent and munificent queen, very great and very generous; 

that Word of God is this Wisdom in which God makes known his goodwill towards men; God the Word is this 

Wisdom, to whom the Father has committed all judgment. He who, in the chapter before, showed his grandeur 

and glory as the Creator of the world, here shows his grace and goodness as the Redeemer of it. The word is 

plural, Wisdoms; for in Christ are hid treasures of wisdom, and in his undertaking appears the manifold wis-

dom of God in a mystery. Now observe here, I. The rich provision which Wisdom has made for the reception of 

all those that will be her disciples. This is represented under the similitude of a sumptuous feast, whence it is 

probable, our Saviour borrowed those parables in which he compared the kingdom of heaven to a great sup-

per, Mt. 22:2; Lu. 14:16. And so it was prophesied of, Isa. 25:6. It is such a feast as Ahasuerus made to show the 

riches of his glorious kingdom. The grace of the gospel is thus set before us in the ordinance of the Lord's sup-

per. To bid her guests welcome,1. Here is a stately palace provided, v. 1. Wisdom, not finding a house capa-

cious enough for all her guests, has built one on purpose, and, both to strengthen it and to beautify it, she 

has hewn out her seven pillars, which make it to be very firm, and look very great. Heaven is the house which 

Wisdom has built to entertain all her guests that are called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb; that is her Fa-

ther's house, where there are many mansions, and whither she has gone to prepare places for us. She has 

hanged the earth upon nothing, there in it we have no continuing city; but heaven is a city that has founda-

tions, has pillars. The church is Wisdom's house, to which she invites her guests, supported by the power and 

promise of God, as by seven pillars. Probably, Solomon refers to the temple which he himself had lately built 

for the service of religion, and to which he would persuade people to resort, both to worship God and to re-

ceive the instructions of Wisdom. Some reckon the schools of the prophets to be here intended. 

Commentary on Proverbs 9 by Matthew Henry 



2. Here is a splendid feast got ready (v. 2): She has killed her beasts; she has mingled her wine; plenty of meat 

and drink are provided, and all of the best. She has killed her sacrifice (so the word is); it is a sumptuous, but a 

sacred feast, a feast upon a sacrifice. Christ has offered up himself a sacrifice for us, and it is his fleshthat 

is meat indeed and his blood that is drink indeed. The Lord's supper is a feast of reconciliation and joy upon the 

sacrifice of atonement. The wine is mingled with something richer than itself, to give it a more than ordinary 

spirit and flavour. She has completely furnished her table with all the satisfactions that a soul can desire-

righteousness and grace, peace and joy, the assurances of God's love, the consolations of the Spirit, and all the 

pledges and earnests of eternal life. Observe, It is all Wisdom's own doing; she has killed the beasts, she has 

mingled the wine, which denotes both the love of Christ, who makes the provision (he does not leave it to oth-

ers, but takes the doing of it into his own hands), and the excellency of the preparation. That must needs be ex-

actly fitted to answer the end which Wisdom herself has the fitting up of. 

 

II. The gracious invitation she has given, not to some particular friends, but to all in general, to come and take 

part of these provisions. 

1. She employs her servants to carry the invitation round about in the country: She has sent forth her maid-

ens, v. 3. The ministers of the gospel are commissioned and commanded to give notice of the preparations 

which God has made, in the everlasting covenant, for all those that are willing to come up to the terms of it; and 

they, with maiden purity, not corrupting themselves or the word of God, and with an exact observance of their 

orders, are to call upon all they meet with, even in the highways and hedges, to come and feast with Wisdom, 

for all things are now ready,Lu. 14:23. 

2. She herself cries upon the highest places of the city, as one earnestly desirous of the welfare of the children of 

men, and grieved to see them rejecting their own mercies for lying vanities. Our Lord Jesus was himself the pub-

lisher of his own gospel; when he had sent forth his disciples he followed them to confirm what they said; nay, 

it began to be spoken by the Lord, Heb. 2:3. He stood, and cried, Come unto me. We see who invited; now let us 

observe, 

(1.) To whom the invitation is given: Whoso is simple and wants understanding,v. 4. If we were to make an en-

tertainment, of all people we should not care for, much less court, the company of such, but rather of philoso-

phers and learned men, that we might hear their wisdom, and whose table-talk would be improving. "Have I 

need of madmen?' But Wisdom invites such, because what she has to give is what they most need, and it is their 

welfare that she consults, and aims at, in the preparation and invitation. he that is simple is invited, that he may 

be made wise, and he that wants a heart (so the word is) let him come hither, and he shall have one. Her prepa-

rations are rather physic than food, designed for the most valuable and desirable cure, that of the mind. Whoso-

ever he be, the invitation is general, and excludes none that do not exclude themselves; though they be ever so 

foolish, yet, 

[1.] They shall be welcome. 

[2.] They may be helped; they shall neither be despised nor despaired of. Our Saviour came, not to call the right-

eous, but sinners, not the wise in their own eyes, who say they see (Jn. 9:41), but the simple, those who are sen-

sible of their simplicity and ashamed of it, and him that is willing tobecome a fool, that he may be wise, 1 Co. 

3:18. 

 

(2.) What the invitation is. 



[1.] We are invited to Wisdom's house: Turn in hither. I say we are, for which of us is there that must not own 

the character of the invited, that are simple and want understanding? Wisdom's doors stand open to such, and 

she is desirous to have some conversation with them, one word for their good, nor has she any other design up-

on them. 

[2.] We are invited to her table (v. 5): Come, eat of my bread, that is, taste of the true pleasures that are to be 

found in the knowledge and fear of God. By faith acted on the promises of the gospel, applying them to our-

selves and taking the comfort of them, we feed, we feast, upon the provisions Christ has made for poor souls. 

What we eat and drink we make our own, we are nourished and refreshed by it, and so are our souls by the 

word of God; it has that in it which is meat and drink to those that have understanding. 

 

(3.) What is required of those that may have the benefit of this invitation, v. 6. 

[1.] They must break off from all bad company: "Forsake the foolish,converse not with them, conform not to 

their ways, have no fellowship with the works of darkness, or with those that deal in such works.' The first step 

towards virtue is to shun vice, and therefore to shun the vicious. Depart from me, you evil-doers. 

[2.] They must awake and arise from the dead; they must live, not in pleasure (for those that do so are dead 

while they live), but in the service of God; for those only that do so live indeed, live to some purpose. "Live not a 

mere animal-life, as brutes, but now, at length, live the life of men. Live and you shall live; live spiritually, and 

you shall live eternally,' Eph. 5:14. 

[3.] They must choose the paths of Wisdom, and keep to them: "Go in the way of understanding; govern thyself 

henceforward by the rules of religion and right reason.' It is not enough to forsake the foolish, but we must join 

ourselves with those that walk in wisdom, and walk in the same spirit and steps. 

III. The instructions which Wisdom gives to the maidens she sends to invite, to the ministers and others, who in 

their places are endeavouring tot serve her interests and designs. She tells them, 

1. What their work must be, not only to tell in general what preparation is made for souls, and to give a general 

offer of it, but they must address themselves to particular persons, must tell them of their faults, reprove, re-

buke, v. 7, 8. They must instruct them how to amend-teach, v. 9. The word of God is intended, and therefore so is 

the ministry of that word, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 

2. What different sorts of persons they would meet with, and what course they must take with them, and what 

success they might expect. 

(1.) They would meet with some scorners and wicked men who would mock the messengers of the Lord, and 

misuse them, would laugh those to scorn that invite them to the feast of the Lord, as they did, 2 Chr. 30:10, 

would treat them spitefully, Mt. 22:6. And, though they are not forbidden to invite those simple ones to Wis-

dom's house, yet they are advised not to pursue the invitation by reproving and rebuking them. Reprove not a 

scorner; cast not these pearls before swine, Mt. 7:6. Thus Christ said of the Pharisees, Let them alone,Mt. 15:14. 

"Do not reprove them.' 

[1.] "In justice to them, for those have forfeited the favour of further means who scorn the means they have had. 

Those that are thus filthy, let them be filthy still; those that are joined to idols, let them alone; lo, we turn to the 

Gentiles.' 

[2.] "In prudence to yourselves; because, if you reprove them,' 

First, "You lose your labour, and so get to yourselves shame for the disappointment.' 



Secondly, "You exasperate them; do it ever so wisely and tenderly, if you do it faithfully, they will hate you, they 

will load you with reproaches, and say all the ill they can of you, and so you will get a blot; therefore you had 

better not meddle with them, for your reproofs will be likely to do more hurt than good.' 

(2.) They would meet with others, who are wise, and good, and just; thanks be to God, all are not scorners. We 

meet with some who are so wise for themselves, to just to themselves, as to be willing and glad to be taught; and 

when we meet with such, 

[1.] If there be occasion, we must reprove them; for wise men are not so perfectly wise but there is that in them 

which needs a reproof; and we must not connive at any man's faults because we have a veneration for his wis-

dom, nor must a wise man think that his wisdom exempts him from reproof when he says or does any thing 

foolishly; but the more wisdom a man has the more desirous he should be to have his weaknesses shown him, 

because a little folly is a great blemish to him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour. 

[2.] With our reproofs we must give them instruction, and must teach them, v. 9. 

[3.] We may expect that our doing so will be taken as a kindness, Ps. 141:5. A wise man will reckon those his 

friends who deal faithfully with him: "Rebuke such a one, and he will love thee for thy plain dealing, will thank 

thee, and desire thee to do him the same good turn another time, if there be occasion.' It is as great an instance 

of wisdom to take a reproof well as to give it well, 

[4.] Being taken well, it will do good, and answer the intention. A wise manwill be made wiser by the reproofs 

and instructions that are given him; he willincrease in learning, will grow in knowledge, and so grow in grace. 

None must think themselves too wise to learn, nor so good that they need not be better and therefore need not 

be taught. We must still press forward, and follow on to know till we come to the perfect man. Give to a wise 

man (so it is in the original), give him advice, give him reproof, give him comfort, and he will be yet wiser; give 

him occasion (so the Septuagint), occasion to show his wisdom, and he will show it, and the acts of wisdom will 

strengthen the habits. 

IV. The instructions she gives to those that are invited, which her maidens must inculcate upon them. 

1. Let them know wherein true wisdom consists, and what will be their entertainment at Wisdom's table, v. 10 

(1.) The heart must be principled with the fear of God; that is the beginning of wisdom. A reverence of God's 

majesty, and a dread of his wrath, are that fear of him which is the beginning, the first step towards true reli-

gion, whence all other instances of it take rise. This fear may, at first, have torment, but love will, by degrees, 

cast out the torment of it. 

(2.) The head must be filled with the knowledge of the things of God. The knowledge of holy things (the word is 

plural) is understanding, the things pertaining to the service of God (those are called holy things), that pertain 

to our own sanctification; reproof is called that which is holy, Mt. 7:6. Or the knowledge which holy men have, 

which was taught by the holy prophets, of those things which holy men spoke as they were moved by the holy 

Ghost, this is understanding; it is the best and most useful understanding, will stand us in most stead and turn 

to the best account. 

 

2. Let them know what will be advantages of this wisdom (v. 11): "By me thy days shall be multiplied. It will con-

tribute to the health of thy body, and so the years of thy life on earth shall be increased, while men's folly and 

intemperance shorten their days. It will bring thee to heaven, and there thy days shall be multiplied in infini-

tum-to infinity, and the years of thy life shall be increased without end.' There is no true wisdom but in the say 

of religion and no true life but in the end of that way. 

3. Let them know what will be the consequence of their choosing or refusing this fair offer, v. 12. Here is, 



(1.) The happiness of those that embrace it: "If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself; thou wilt be the gain-

er by it, not Wisdom.' A man cannot be profitable to God. It is to our own good that we are thus courted. "Thou 

wilt not leave the gain to others' (as we do our worldly wealth when we die, which is therefore called another 

man's, Lu. 16:12), "but thou shalt carry it with thee into another world.' Those that are wise for their souls are 

wise for themselves, for the soul is the man; nor do any consult their own true interest but those that are truly 

religious. This recommends us to God, and recovers us from that which is our folly and degeneracy; it employs 

us in that which is most beneficial in this world, and entitles us to that which is much more so in the world to 

come. 

(2.) The shame and ruin of those that slight it: "If thou scornest Wisdom's proffer,thou alone shalt bar it.' 

[1.] "Thou shalt bear the blame of it.' Those that are good must thank God, but those that are wicked may thank 

themselves; it is not owing to God (he is not the author of sin); Satan can only tempt, he cannot force; and wick-

ed companions are but his instruments; so that all the fault must lie on the sinner himself. 

[2.] "Thou shalt bear the loss of that which thou scornest; it will be to thy own destruction; thy blood will be up-

on thy own head, and the consideration of this will aggravate thy condemnation. Son, remember, that thou 

hadst this fair offer made thee, and thou wouldst not accept it; thou stoodest fair for life, but didst choose death 

rather.' 

 

 


