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Paul in Rome 

Key Verses  
Acts  28:11-31—Main Teaching Passage 
For Paul’s journey to Rome, see Acts 27:1-28:10 

Hook   
Review last week’s memory verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
 
Write on the board the words, “and they lived happily ever after.” 
Ask what this phrase means and have the class name stories that 
end with these words. Then ask if they think anything happened 
to the characters after the story ends. Explain that this ending 
means that after the events of the story, the characters            
continued to live happy lives. 
 
Today, we will see the end of the book of Acts. However, even 
though the book ends, we will see that the story of the spread of 
the Gospel continues to this day. 

Memory Verse  - 1 Corinthians 1:9 
 
“God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of 
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Objective This lesson will review the story of the New 

Testament, show God’s faithfulness to fulfill of all His   

promises, and encourage the kids to continue the spread of 

the Gospel. 

The Objective is the 
key concept for this 
weeks lesson. It 
should be the main 
focus of the study 

These are the key 
verses that you will  
find helpful in teach-
ing your study this 
week. The “Main pas-
sage” is the basis of 
the study, where the 
other verse support 
the objective of the 
lesson. 

There is a memory 
verse for the students 
that relates to every 
study. If a student can 
memorize the verse 
for the following week 
you may give them a 
prize from the 
“reward box” found on 
your cart. 

An introductory activi-
ty or question that will 
settle the class, draw 
their attention to the 
study and prepare 
their hearts for God’s 

Word. 



 BOOK    

 After Paul had appealed to Caesar, he was sent by boat to Rome. As 

he approached the city, he was greeted and encouraged by some fellow 

believers. Then, after a long and dangerous journey (see Acts 27:1-28:10), 

he finally arrived in the city. Paul had journeyed with other prisoners, and 

when they got to Rome, the rest of the prisoners were handed over to the 

captain of the guard to be put in prison, but Paul was instead put under 

house arrest. This means that he didn’t have to go to jail, but he had a    

Roman guard chained to him at all times. 

 After three days, Paul called the Jews of Rome together and told 

them that, although he was accused of a crime by the Jews in Jerusalem, 

he had done nothing wrong. These Jews had heard nothing of Paul, but 

they were interested in learning more about Christianity. So a few days 

later, they all gathered together and Paul explained the Gospel to them 

from the Old Testament from morning until evening. While some agreed 

with Paul, others disbelieved. Then they got upset when Paul called them 

out for their unbelief. He quoted the words of the prophet Isaiah to them 

and declared that he would preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. This caused 

a great argument between the Jews of Rome. 

 The book of Acts ends with the report that Paul spent the next two 

years living in Rome and preaching the Gospel to the people and teaching 

them about Jesus with nothing hindering him. Paul ended up preaching in 

Rome until the his death a few years later. 

What does the Bible 
say? This is where we 
will read a passage or 
series of passages that 
teach on the subject of 
the day.  

LOOK  

 Think back to the beginning of the book of Acts. In Acts 1:8, Jesus 
promised the apostles that they would be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and to the end of the world. As we have studied through the 
book of Acts, we saw the Gospel spread throughout Jerusalem, then Judea, 
then Samaria. Now, at the end of the story, the Gospel reached Rome, the 
heart of the Roman Empire. Christianity had officially become a global   
religion, and Jesus had kept His promise. 
 Now think back even further. The world was living in darkness and 
sin, and God promised to save it. So we started the year by seeing how He 
sent His Son Jesus into the world. He was born as a human baby, yet as we 
studied His life we saw that He lived perfectly and without sin, teaching 
many things and performing miracles. Yet He was rejected by the religious 
leaders and killed as a criminal. Then, He rose again three days later,   
conquering sin and death for us all and making a way for the whole world 
to be saved. But the story didn’t end there. 

The interpretation/
exegesis of the        
passage. What does 
this passage mean? 
How does this passage   
apply to my life?  



LOOK (Continued) 

 Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to make a way of salvation for all, but 
in order for people to be saved, they had to hear this good news. The book 
of Acts shows how the message of the saving work of Jesus spread from 
His twelve followers to a group of people all of the world known as the 
Church. As we finish the book of Acts, we see that God was faithful to keep 
His promise to save the world. His saving work had gone from the baby 
Christ in Bethlehem to a worldwide family of God. 
 You might have notice that the book of Acts ends suddenly. It does 
not conclude with Paul’s death or report of the rest of his or any other 
apostle’s ministry. That is because the story isn’t over. The Gospel may 
have been spread across the world, but there were and are still many left 
who have not heard the good news of Christ. You see, Acts is not the story 
of Paul, Peter, or any other apostle. It is the story of the spread of the   
Gospel. It is a story of the growth of the people of God, the Church. And 
most importantly of all, it is the story of God’s faithfulness to keep His 
promises and continue to save people all over the world. 
 None of these stories are over. Peter and Paul may be gone, but the 
Church is still full of believers, there are still people who need to hear the 
Gospel, and God is still working in the world to save others. As Christians, 
we are invited to be a part of this ongoing story. Whether God calls you to 
be a doctor or a pastor, an electrician or a missionary, we all are called to 
preach the Gospel to our friends, family, and everyone we know who does 
not know the Gospel. 

TOOK   

As a class, memorize 1 Corinthians 1:9. 

As we saw today, God’s work in the world through the spread of the     

Gospel is still going on today. Have a class discussion about ways that the 

students can continue the work the apostles began in Acts and spread the 

Gospel. 

Pray: Praise the Lord for being faithful to fulfill His promises. Ask Him to 

grant the class boldness to spread the Gospel to all people. 

Parent question: How can we continue the work that began in Acts? 

What is my response 
to this passage of 
Scripture? How should 
my life change accord-
ing to what this pas-
sage teaches me? 
What are the practical 
things I can do 
throughout the week 
to make this true in 
my life? 



FURTHER STUDY 

B. Paul at Rome. 

1. (Act 28:11-15) The final leg on Paul's journey to Rome. 

After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin Brothers, which had 
wintered at the island. And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three days. From there we circled round and 
reached Rhegium. And after one day the south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, where we 
found brethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome. And from 
there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When 
Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 

a. And so we went toward Rome: Paul and the others made their way northward up the Italian peninsula, 
until they are finally greeting outside Rome by Christians from Rome who have come to meet them. 

i. Syracuse was a famous city in the ancient world, being the capital city of the island of Sicily. Archimedes, 
the famous mathematician, lived there, and when the Romans conquered the island, a solider put a dagger to 
his throat as he worked on a math problem, drawing in the dirt. Archimedes said, "Stop, you're messing up 
my equation!" and the solider killed him. 

b. When the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as the Appii Forum and Three Inns: 
The Christians in Rome received Paul's famous letter to them a few years before, so they probably felt like 
they knew him already. They honored him by greeting Paul as the emperors were greeting when they ar-
rived at Rome: they went out to meet him as he came into the city, traveling some 50 miles to do it! 

i. "It was a custom when an emperor visited a city for the people to go out and meet him and escort him back 
into the city." (Horton) 

c. "Luke is far from giving the impression that Paul was the first person to bring the gospel to Rome … the 
presence of those Christians - the brothers, as Luke calls them - provides evidence enough that the gospel had 
reached Rome already." (Bruce) 

2. (Act 28:16) Paul's status as a prisoner in Rome. 

Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was 
permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him. 

a. When we came to Rome: When Paul came to Rome, the city had existed for almost 800 years. The famous 
Coliseum had not yet been built but the prominent buildings were the temple of Jupiter, the palaces of Cae-
sar, and a temple to Mars, the god of war. At the time, Rome had a population of about two million - one mil-
lion slave, one million free. Society was divided into roughly three classes: A small upper class, a large class 
of the poor, and slaves. 

b. The soldier who guarded him: "To this soldier he would be lightly chained by the wrist … the soldier 
would be relieved every four hours or so, but for Paul there was no comparable relief." (Bruce) 

Commentary on Acts 28:11-31 by David Guzik 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/11-15/s_1046011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/16/s_1046016


i. In Philippians 1:13, written from this Roman custody, Paul speaks of how his message is getting through to 
the palace guards of Rome. Though he was the prisoner, he had a truly captive audience! 

3. (Act 28:17-22) Paul appeals to the Jewish community of Rome. 

And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So when they had come 
together, he said to them: "Men and brethren, though I have done nothing against our people or the customs 
of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, who, when they 
had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for putting me to death. But when the Jews 
spoke against it, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation. For 
this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain." Then they said to him, "We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor 
have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you. But we desire to hear from you what 
you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere." 

a. Paul called the leaders of the Jews together: Paul followed his consistent practice of going to the Jews 
first in every city he came to as an evangelist. 

b. We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came re-
ported or spoken any evil of you: Paul wanted to know what they had heard from Jerusalem about him. All 
these Jews in Rome were willing to say they knew about Christianity was that it was spoken against every-
where. 

i. We neither received letters shows that the religious leaders who accused Paul in Jerusalem and Caesarea 
knew their case was hopeless. They made no effort to send ahead documents confirming their case against 
him. 

c. Paul said he was there as a prisoner for the hope of Israel. As the year 70 A.D. approached, time was run-
ning out before an unparalleled national calamity struck a Jesus-rejecting Israel. 

4. (Act 28:23-24) The Jewish community of Rome hears the gospel from Paul. 

So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly 
testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Proph-
ets, from morning till evening. And some were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbe-
lieved. 

a. He explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from 
both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening: This would be a great Bible study to 
have a tape of! Paul spoke of the kingdom of God, and gave an exhaustive study of how the Old Testament 
spoke of Jesus - from morning till evening. 

b. What did Paul teach regarding the kingdom of God? Undoubtedly, Paul taught exactly what Jesus taught: 
That now, God was bringing a spiritual kingdom that would take root in men's hearts before it took over the 
governments of this world. The Jews of Jesus' day and of Paul's day were looking for a political kingdom, not a 
spiritual kingdom. 

5. (Act 28:25-29) The Jews reject the gospel again. 

So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: "The Holy Spirit 
spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, saying, 'Go to this people and say: "Hearing you will 
hear, and shall not understand; and seeing you will see, and not perceive; for the hearts of this people have 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philippians/1/13/s_1104013
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/17-22/s_1046017
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/23-24/s_1046023
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/25-29/s_1046025


grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them."' 
Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!" 
And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves. 

a. When they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: "The Holy 
Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers." Paul understood that Isaiah prophesied of 
the hardness of heart these people would have. Certainly, Paul was gratified that some received the gospel, 
but he would undoubtedly have been distressed if even one of them rejected Jesus! 

i. Essentially, Isaiah is saying: "If you reject Jesus, you can hear, but never understand; you can see but never 
perceive. You heart is, and will be, hard, your ears closed, and your eyes shut - because you really don't want 
to turn to God and be healed of your sin." This is a message just as true today as it was when Isaiah first said it 
- or when Paul quoted it. 

b. Paul will plead for men to receive Jesus, but not as a beggar might plead. Paul aches not for himself, but for 
those who reject - and solemnly must warn those who reject of the consequences. 

c. The preacher of the gospel really is preaching two messages.  To those who respond to the gospel with faith, 
he is a messenger of life. But to those who reject Jesus, the preacher adds to their condemnation. To the one we 
are the aroma of death to death, and to the other the aroma of life to life. (2 Corinthians 2:16) 

d. When he had said these words, the Jews departed: In just a few years after Paul's rebuke of this Jewish 
rejection of Jesus, the Jewish people of Judea would be slaughtered wholesale and Jerusalem destroyed. God's 
judgment was coming, and part of Paul's frustration was that he sensed this. 

6. (Act 28:30-31) Paul spends two years in Rome before his trial in Caesar's court. 

Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, preaching the 
kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one for-
bidding him. 

a. Then Paul dwelt two years: "The two years' prolongation of Paul's stay in Rome could be accounted for 
adequately by congestion of court business. It took that time for his case to come up for hearing." (Bruce) 

i. Why did Paul get stuck at Rome for two years? There are many reasons, but three big reasons are the let-
ters to the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians. God didn't waste Paul's time in Rome. God never 
wastes our time, though we may waste it by not sensing God's purpose for our lives at the moment. 

b. His own rented house means that Paul supported himself during this period. Paul was always a hard-
working man. 

c. Received all who came to him: One example someone who he received in Rome was a convert of Paul's, a 
runaway slave named Onesimus (Philemon 10), who Paul told to go back to his master Philemon! 

d. Certainly, Paul had his appearance before Caesar Nero; and there is also no doubt that he boldly and power-
fully proclaimed the gospel to him - as God had promised he would (Acts 9:15; 23:11). 

e. It seems likely that Paul was acquitted of these charges, and enjoyed a few more years of liberty until he 
was arrested again, imprisoned, condemned, and executed in Rome at the command of Nero - as the historical 
traditions of the early church state. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/2/16/s_1080016
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/28/30-31/s_1046030
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philemon/1/10/s_1133010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/9/15/s_1027015
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/23/11/s_1041011


i. Why did Luke not record Paul's appearance before Caesar? Probably because the Gospel of Luke and the 
Book of Acts were composed as a "friend-of-the-court" brief to be used in Paul's trial before Caesar. 

f. No one forbidding him has the idea of completely unhindered. Paul's chains and custody mattered nothing. 
The word of God was unhindered. 

i. In the last two chapters, Paul's life was threatened by the sea, by soldiers, and by a snake. But God delivered 
him from them all. 

ii. God wants to show through this detailed description of the trials of Paul on the way to Rome that God's 
man, fulfilling God's will, cannot be stopped - though all kinds of difficulty may come in the way. 

iii. Finally, even the unbelief of the Jews - or anyone else's rejection of Jesus - will not hinder the gospel. The 
gospel will go forth without any hindrance. 

iv. Matthew 22:1-14 is a parabolic illustration of the Book of Acts. God prepared a feast for Israel, and invited 
them to come (in the days of Jesus' ministry), but they would not come. Then, He sent out a second invitation, 
after all things were ready. But they did not come then either; instead, they killed God's servants who brought 
the message of the feast. Finally, God invited all that would come, including Gentiles - but they could only 
come if they were clothed in the garments of Jesus. 

g. There is no end to the story. Why? Because this same story is repeated again and again throughout the his-
tory of the church. Trusting in Jesus, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit and the guidance of the Father, 
the word of God will continue to spread without hindrance and continue to change lives for the glory of God. 
The Book of Acts really is a never-ending story. 

i. "Now unto him, who is able to work so as none can hinder, be all honour and glory, dominion and power, for 
ever and ever. Amen." (Poole) 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/22/1-14/s_951001

