Day 4: More than a Song

Pre-K/Kindergarten




More than a Song

The Objective is the
key concept for this
week’s lesson. It
should be the main
focus of the study.

These are the key
verses that you will
find helpful in teach-
ing your study this
week. The “Main pas-
sage” is the basis of
the study, where the
other verses support
the objective of the
lesson.

Each day, the students
will learn a memory
verse. Students who
learn all 5 memory
verses this week will
receive a prize.

An introductory activi-
ty or question that will
settle the class, draw
their attention to the
study and prepare
their hearts for God’s

Word.

Objective This lesson will teach the kids that worship is

more than the songs we sing to God; worship is also to walk
in obedience to Him.

Key Verses

Genesis 22—Main Teaching Passage
Hebrews 13:15-16

Matthew 5:16

Memory Verse - Psalm 100:4-5

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is
good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all
generations.”

Hook

Tell the kids to think of their most precious belonging, or maybe
their favorite toy. Have a few of them share with the class what
they are thinking of.

Now tell them, what if I told you to throw that item in the trash?
How would that make you feel? What if God commanded you to
get rid of it?

In today’s lesson, Abraham is commanded to do much more than
get rid of a toy; he is told to sacrifice his son.



What does the Bible
say? This is where we
will read a passage or
series of passages that
teach on the subject of
the day.

The interpretation/
exegesis of the
passage. What does
this passage mean?
How does this passage
apply to my life?

In Genesis 22, God tested Abraham by commanding him to take
[saac, the son that God had promised him long ago, and offer him as a
sacrifice on a mountain God would show him. Abraham obeyed
immediately, without question or complaint. He got up early the next
morning and traveled for three days with Isaac and two servants to get to
the place God showed him. He had his servants stay behind, telling them
that he and Isaac were going to go worship the LORD on the mountain,
then they would return. Abraham trusted that even though he was going
to offer up his son, God would bring them both back down the mountain.
So Abraham and Isaac went on together, taking the wood, the fire, and the
knife needed for the sacrifice.

Isaac noticed they had everything they needed except for something
to sacrifice. He asked his father, “Where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?” “God will provide himself the lamb,” Abraham replied. As they
got to the mountain, Abraham built an altar; laid the wood on top, then
laid his son on the altar. As Abraham was about to sacrifice his one and
only son, the angel of the LORD stopped him, and told him not to harm the
boy. Abraham looked up and saw a ram stuck by its horns in a bush
nearby. He then offered the ram God had provided as a sacrifice on the
altar. Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh, or “The LORD
Will Provide.”

So far, we have learned that we worship God for who He is and what
He has done (and is still doing), and that worship isn’t something we only
do when things are great and we’re feeling good. Because God is good and
great, and He is the one we worship, we can worship Him even when
we're going through difficult times. Sometimes we’ll have good days,
sometimes we’ll have bad days. Sometimes we’ll be happy, and sometimes
we'll be sad. But God remains the same. When things are hard, we know
that He is in control and has a perfect plan for us.

Today, we are learning that worship is more than just singing songs
to God. We can and do worship by singing, but singing a song isn’t what
makes something worship. Earlier in the week, we saw that worship
comes from the heart. When we love God, we praise Him. But in today’s
lesson, God didn’t tell Abraham to take Isaac to the mountain and sing to
God. God told Abraham to sacrifice his son! We are told that God
commanded Abraham to do this to test his faith. God was not going to let
I[saac get hurt, but Abraham didn’t know that. Abraham trusted God and
obeyed. Why? Because he put God first, even before his family.

As Abraham and Isaac went to the mountain, Abraham told the
servants to stay behind while he and Isaac continued on to the place



What is my response
to this passage of
Scripture? How should
my life change accord-
ing to what this
passage teaches me?
What are the practical
things I can do
throughout the week
to make this true in
my life?

where they would worship. This worship was more than a song. This was
the worship of an obedient heart. Maybe you’ve never thought of worship
in this way before. Think of our memory verses for this week. We are told
to sing, give thanks, praise God, and bless His Name, but we are also told
to “serve the LORD with gladness.” We worship the LORD as we serve
Him. We see this in Hebrews 13:15-16 as well, where we are told to offer
the sacrifice of praise to God, and not to “neglect to do good and to share
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”

Think about that: “Do good and share what you have.” You and I will
not be asked to worship the LORD like Abraham did in today’s lesson.
That was a special test for Abraham. But we can worship the LORD with
the same attitude, putting God first and obeying His commands. The Bible
says that we are to do good to all, but especially our fellow followers of
Jesus (Galatians 6:10). Have you been good to anyone today? Have you
worshipped God by sharing something with someone today?

But it's not just about what we do, but how we do it. Doing good,
sharing, and serving the LORD can be done with the wrong attitude. Serve
the LORD, yes, but with gladness. Do good and share, yes, but with a
worshipful heart. These things may not always be easy, but God will help
you. Worship like this may look like sharing your lunch or snack, or
inviting someone who is all alone to come and play with you and your
friends. It could even be responding immediately with the right attitude
when your parents ask you to do something you don’t really want to do.
Whatever the case may be, we can do all of these things joyfully, knowing
that when we worship God in this way, He is pleased.

As a class, review Psalm 100:4-5.

Have the class think of examples of ways they can worship God beyond
just singing to Him. How might they worship Him through obedience?
Help them think of specific examples.

Pray: Praise God for the gift of worship. Ask Him to give you a heart that
worships Him, not just through song, but through obedience to His Word.

Parent Question: What are ways we can worship God other than singing?



FURTHER STUDY

Commentary on Genesis 22:1-19 by David Guzik

ABRAHAM IS WILLING TO OFFER ISAAC
A. God’s command to Abraham and his response.
1. (Genesis 22:1-2) God tests the faith of Abraham.

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall
tell you.”

a. God tested Abraham: This was not so much a test to produce faith, as it was a test to reveal faith. God built
Abraham slowly, piece by piece, year by year, into a man of faith. This test would reveal some of the faith God
had built into Abraham.

i. “I cannot imagine a greater test than that which the Lord applied to Abraham. The Jews usually say that
Abraham was tried ten times. Surely on this occasion he was tried ten times in one.” (Spurgeon)

b. Here I am: Abraham’s quick answer to the call is a wonderful example of how the man or woman of faith
should respond to God. When Abraham said, “Here I am,” it meant that he was ready to be taught, ready to
obey, ready to surrender, and he was ready to be examined by God.

c. Take now your son, your only son Isaac: Significantly, God called Isaac your only son Isaac, when in
fact Abraham had another son, Ishmael. Since Ishmael was put away from Abraham’s family (Genesis 21:8-
14), as far as God’s covenant was concerned, Abraham had only one son.

d. Your only son Isaac, whom you love: Counting from Genesis 1:1, this is the first mention of love in the
Bible. This first mention comes in the context of the love between father and son, connected with the idea of
the sacrificial offering of the son.

i. Every phrase of God’s command to Abraham was like a knife.
eTake now your son.

eYour only son [saac.

eWhom you love.

eOffer him there.

eAs a burnt offering.

e. Offer him there as a burnt offering: God told Abraham to offer him as a burnt offering. This was not an
offering that was burned alive, but one with the life first taken by sacrifice and then the body completely
burnt before the LORD.

i. Abraham lived as a sojourner, a pilgrim, in the land of Canaan. The priests of many of the Canaanite gods
said their gods demanded human sacrifice. The people of Canaan found nothing especially strange about hu-
man sacrifice, but Abraham had believed Yahweh was different.

ii. With this command, Abraham might have wondered if Yahweh, the God of the covenant and creator of
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heaven and earth, was like the pagan gods the Canaanites and others worshipped. By the end of this story,
Abraham knew that God was not like the pagan gods that demanded human sacrifice. In truth, He was just the
opposite.

iii. How would we react if God told us to do such a thing? Many years ago, Jack Smith, a columnist for the L.A.
Times, wrote about this Biblical incident. He said he would have told God to mind his own business. That’s
what the world always says to God.

iv. It can’t be denied that either out of madness or demonic deception, some have done terrible things and jus-
tified it along these lines. In 1993, a man named Andrew Cate was sentenced to 60 years in prison after being
convicted of fatally shooting his 2-year-old daughter, then walking naked through his neighborhood carrying
her body. Cate claimed he was acting out the biblical story of Abraham and Isaac, and God would do a miracle
to win his brother to Christianity. Cate believed God would miraculously stop him at the last moment before
killing his daughter. The man was obviously deranged. What Abraham did was something completely unique
in God’s redemptive history, given for a specific purpose once-for-all fulfilled. There is no way God would ever
direct someone to do this same thing today. As will be shortly demonstrated, a significant point of this story is
the demonstration that God did not, in fact, want this kind of sacrifice.

f. Offer him there as a burnt offering: This test was difficult in yet another aspect, because it seemed to con-
tradict the previous promise of God. God had already promised in Isaac your seed shall be called (Genesis
21:12). It seemed strange and contradictory to kill the son who was promised to carry on the covenant when
it had not yet been fulfilled in him. It seemed as if God commanded Abraham to kill the very promise God
made to him.

i. Abraham had to learn the difference between trusting the promise and trusting the Promiser. We can put
God’s promise before God Himself and feel it is our responsibility to bring the promise to pass, even if we have
to disobey God to do it. Trust the Promiser no matter what, and the promise will be taken care of.

ii. “Brethren, there are times with us when we are called to a course of action which looks as though it would
jeopardise our highest hopes... It is neither your business nor mine to fulfill God’s promise, nor to do the least
wrong to produce the greatest good. To do evil that good may come is false morality, and wicked policy. For us
is duty, for God is the fulfillment of his own promise, and the preservation of our usefulness.” (Spurgeon)

e. To the land of Moriah... on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you: There was a specif-
ic place God commanded Abraham to go, a particular spot where this would happen. God carefully directed
each detail of this drama.

2. (Genesis 22:3) Abraham’s immediate response of faith.

So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him.

a. So Abraham rose early: There is no sign of hesitation on Abraham’s part. Abraham rose early in the
morning to do this. It must have been a sleepless night for Abraham.

i. Abraham’s obedience showed that he trusted God, even when he did not understand. Sometimes we say, “I'm
not going to obey or believe until I understand it all,” but that is to put myself on an equal standing with God.

ii. Abraham'’s obedience showed that he didn’t debate or seek counsel from others. He knew what to do and re-
fused to use stalling tactics.

iii. Abraham’s obedience showed that he trusted God, even when he did not feel like it. There is not a line in this
text about how Abraham felt, not because he didn’t feel, but because he walked by faith, not feelings.

iv. “But there is not a word of argument; not one solitary question that even looks like hesitation. ‘God is God,’
he seems to say, and it is not for me to ask him why, or seek a reason for his bidding. He has said it: ‘I will do
it.”” (Spurgeon)
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v. God trained Abraham over many decades, bringing him to this place of great trust. In just the last chapter,
God asked Abraham to give up Ishmael in a less severe way. God used that, and everything else, to train up
Abraham and build great faith in him.

b. Saddled his donkey: The phrasing suggests that Abraham did this work personally; he saddled his don-
key and he split the wood. Though he had plenty of servants to do this for him, Abraham did it himself, even
in his old age. Perhaps this was because he was filled with nervous energy.

i. “He was a sheik and a mighty man in his camp, but he became a wood-splitter, thinking no work menial if
done for God, and reckoning the work too sacred for other hands. With splitting heart he cleaves the wood.
Wood for the burning of his heir! Wood for the sacrifice of his own dear child!” (Spurgeon)

c. Went to the place of which God had told him: In wonderful, trusting obedience, Abraham went right to
the spot which God had told him. He did this even though it would have been easier in Abraham’s eyes if God
had asked Abraham to lay his own life down instead of the life of his son Isaac.

B. Abraham’s offering of Isaac.

1. (Genesis 22:4-8) Abraham journeys to the place of sacrifice with Isaac.

Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to his
young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come
back to you.” So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took
the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his
father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

a. On the third day: Abraham came to the place on the third day. The region of Moriah is associated with
Mount Moriah, which is modern-day Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 3:1).

i. Abraham had three long days to think over what God commanded him to do. This made the test even more
severe. “To be burnt quick to death upon the blazing fagot is comparatively an easy martyrdom, but to hang in
chains roasting at a slow fire, to have the heart hour by hour pressed as in a vice, this it is that trieth faith; and
this it was that Abraham endured through three long days” (Spurgeon).

b. I will go yonder and worship: This is the first use of the word worship in reference to God in the Bible.
The Hebrew word shachah simply means, to bow down. While Abraham and Isaac did not go to the mount to
have a time of joyful praise, they did go to bow down to the LORD.

c. And we will come back to you: Abraham was full of faith when he spoke to the young men who were with
him. He believed that both he and Issac would return; that we will come back, and he told them so.

i. This does not mean that Abraham somehow knew this was only a test and God would not really require this
of him. Instead, Abraham’s faith was in understanding that should he kill Isaac, God would raise him from the
dead, because God had promised Isaac would carry on the line of blessing and the covenant.

ii. He knew in Isaac your seed shall be called (Genesis 21:12), and Isaac had yet to have any children. God had
to let him live at least long enough to have children. “If Isaac shall die, there is no other descendant left, and no
probabilities of any other to succeed him; the light of Abraham will be quenched, and his name forgot-

ten” (Spurgeon).

iii. Hebrews 11:17-19 clearly explains this principle: By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed
shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received
him in a figurative sense.

iv. Abraham knew anything was possible, but it was impossible that God would break His promise. He knew
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God was not a liar. To this point in Biblical history, we have no record of anyone being raised from the dead,
so Abraham had no precedent for this faith, apart from God’s promise. Yet Abraham knew God was able. God
could do it.

d. Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son: I[saac received the wood for
his own sacrifice from his father, and he carried it to the hill of sacrifice.

e. He took the fire in his hand, and a knife: Abraham took the knife up the hill. He didn’t leave it behind or
pretend to forget it. This was a further demonstration of his obedience, and of his trust that if necessary, God
would raise Isaac from the dead.

i. “That knife was cutting into his own heart all the while, yet he took it. Unbelief would have left the knife at
home, but genuine faith takes it.” (Spurgeon)

f. The two of them went together: This literally means the two of them went in agreement. Isaac did this
knowingly and willingly. The phrase is repeated twice for emphasis.

g. My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering: Abraham knew God would provide a
sacrifice, but where? Where was the lamb? That question had been asked by all the faithful, from Isaac to Mo-
ses to David to Isaiah, all the way to the time of John the Baptist when he declares: Behold! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)

i. At this time, Abraham didn’t know how God would provide. He still trusted in the ability of God to raise Isaac
from the dead, but he wouldn’t stop trusting just because he didn’t know how God would fulfill His promise.

ii. We have a remarkable picture of the work of Jesus at the cross, thousands of years before it happened. The
son of promise willingly went to be sacrificed in obedience to his father, carrying the wood of his sacrifice up
the hill, all with full confidence in the promise of resurrection.

2. (Genesis 22:9) Isaac willingly lies down on the altar.

Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed
the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.

a. Then they came to the place: Apparently, even on Mount Moriah there was a specific place God told Abra-
ham to stop, because this was the place to do this.

b. Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac: At this time, Abraham
was more than 100 years old and Isaac would have been able to escape his coming death had he chosen to. Yet
he submitted to his father perfectly. In remembering Abraham’s faith, we should never forget Isaac’s faith.

i. Some Jewish commentators think Isaac was in his thirties at the time of this event. “The younger man, per-
haps five-and-twenty — so Josephus thinks — possibly thirty-three years of age, and, if so, very manifestly the
type of Christ, who was about that age when he came to die” (Spurgeon).

c. Upon the wood: As an obedient son, Isaac laid down on the wood, ready to be sacrificed.
3. (Genesis 22:10-14) God’s merciful reprieve.

And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” And He said, “Do not
lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there be-
hind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it
up for a burnt offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-
Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided.”

a. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son: We must believe Abraham was com-
pletely willing to plunge the knife into Isaac, because his faith was in God’s ability to raise Isaac from the dead,
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not in God’s desire to stop the sacrifice. Abraham didn’t think this was a drama or a mere ceremony.

i. “Notice the obedience of this friend of God — it was no playing at giving up his son: it was really doing it. It
was no talking about what he could do, and would do, perhaps, but his faith was practical and hero-
ic.” (Spurgeon)

ii. One may say, “It’s not fair or right. God told Abraham to do something and then told him not to do it. If God
really wanted to test Abraham, He should have made him plunge the knife into his son’s chest.”

iii. Yet God often takes the will for the deed with his people. When He finds them truly willing to make the sac-
rifice He demands, He often does not require it. This is how we can be martyrs without ever dying for Jesus.
We live the life of a martyr right now.

iv. But, “Often there are believers who wonder how they may know the will of God. We believe that ninety per
cent of the knowing of the will of God consists in willingness to do it before it is known” (Barnhouse).

b. Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him: With this, God emphatically showed Abraham
that He was not like the pagan gods worshipped by the Canaanites and others, gods that demanded human
sacrifice and were pleased by it. God strongly and clearly demonstrated that He did not want human sacrifice.

c. You have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me: Abraham displayed his heart towards God in
that he was willing to give up his only son. God displays His heart towards us in the same way, by giving
His only begotten Son (John 3:16).

i. When God asked Abraham for the ultimate demonstration of love and commitment, He asked for Abraham’s
son. When God the Father wanted to show us the ultimate demonstration of His love and commitment to us,
He gave us His Son. We can say to the LORD, “Now I know that You love me, seeing You have not withheld
Your Son, Your only Son from me.”

d. Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son: All the
while, God still required a sacrifice. God didn’t call off the sacrifice. Instead, He required that there be a substi-
tute provided by God Himself.

e. Abraham called the name of the place: The naming of the place was significant. Abraham called it The
LORD Will Provide (Jehovah Jireh); In this mount, it shall be provided.

i. Abraham didn’t name the place in reference to what he experienced. He didn’t name it Mount Trial or Mount
Agony or Mount Obedience. Instead, he named the hill in reference to what God did; he named it Mount Provi-
sion. He named it knowing God would provide the ultimate sacrifice for salvation on that hill someday.

ii. Earlier, Isaac asked his father where the sacrifice was, and Abraham answered, God will provide for Himself
the lamb (Genesis 22:8). In naming the place Jehovah Jireh, “Abraham says nothing about himself at all, but the
praise is unto God, who sees and is seen; the record is, ‘Jehovah will provide.’ I like that self-ignoring; I pray
that we, also, may have so much strength of faith that self may go to the wall” (Spurgeon).

iii. As it is said to this day: Apparently, Moses meant even in his own day, men looked at that hill and said, “In
the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” Abraham, and later Moses, recognized that God did provide,
and it pointed to the ultimate sacrifice when God would provide Himself. “God provided a ram instead of
Isaac. This was sufficient for the occasion as a type; but that which was typified by the ram is infinitely more
glorious. In order to save us God provided God. I cannot put it more simply. He did not provide an angel, nor a
mere man, but God himself” (Spurgeon).

iv. This event is also a prophecy of Jesus’ rising from the dead on the third day, as 1 Corinthians 15:4 says He
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. This is one place where the Old Testament indicates the
Messiah would rise again the third day. It says so through the picture of Isaac. Isaac was “reckoned dead” by
Abraham as soon as God gave the command, and Isaac was “made alive” (risen) three days later.

v. [saac’s life as a picture of Jesus becomes even clearer:
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eBoth were loved by their father.

eBoth offered themselves willingly.

eBoth carried wood up the hill of their sacrifice.
eBoth were sacrificed on the same hill.

eBoth were delivered from death on the third day.

4. (Genesis 22:15-19) God reconfirms His promise to Abraham in light of his faith.

Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By MyselfI have
sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your on-

ly son—blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their
enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham
dwelt at Beersheba.

a. The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham: This would seem to be the voice of God the Son Himself, the
unique messenger or Angel of the LORD. The message following seems to be in the first person (By Myself I
have sworn). Jesus the Messiah, God the Son, was uniquely present at this remarkable event.

b. You have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son: For the third time, God refers
to Isaac as Abraham’s only son (previously in Genesis 22:2 and 22:12).

c. Blessing I will bless you: Abraham knew the blessing that comes to those who trust God’s promise, and
trust it so completely that they will take action on that belief. Trusting in God’s power to raise his only son
from the dead, Abraham received this great blessing.

d. I will multiply your descendants: Abraham’s obedience was based on trust in God’s promise to bring de-
scendants through Isaac (Genesis 21:12). Therefore, God repeated and emphasized that promise after Abra-
ham’s remarkable obedience.

e. As the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore: According to Morris, by rough cal-
culations, the number of stars in the sky and grains of sand on the seashore are the same: 10 to the 25th pow-
er.

f. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice: The
promise to bring forth the Messiah from Abraham’s lineage was also repeated (earlier in Genesis 12:3). The
Messiah — the only son of God the Father — would fulfill this promise of blessing to all the nations of the
earth.
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