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The Judges

Scripture: Judges 2:11-19

Memory Verse:Judges 21:25

those days, there was no King 1in
S owh eyes.

For My Family

For this series, we wil!/ be studying ¢t}
the judges of |Israel. ®efalt & wbaktoakjatdge
|l i ke in I srael during the time of the jud

Our memory verse, Judges 21:25, shows
that there was no king, and0 Elﬁhhaotugehvtervwaosner
what God thought was right. |l nevitably, t
Lodsd eyes and start worshipping false gods
hand of protection from the GBlle a w,0 uil fd ed
to protexttryyuthdtetfor awhil ecOdndosiesehBwa
god andd cpmudtdenct t he peom@ ee naetmiaelsl ,a tstoa cvkhe
Philistines or the Moabites), the peopl e
back to the true God and cry out for help
people (strengthened by the Lord) to vict
troubl e was over and the people were save
gods, and the whole situation would go ar

Gi deon, the first person we are going ¢
| ead Hi s people. You might think that mea
was someone who always made the right <cho
Gideon was a very ordinary man. He was a
enemies, and who had trouble trusting God
ti me.

Sometimes you and | can be a bit Iike t
When everything seems to be going well, w
own way. Then when things start to go bad
hel p, which of course He doe®.r Wmemher to
foll ow the Lord. | f things are good, give
tough, ask the Lord f o Hios el g i&redtdel il
the Lord was good to them and delivered t
forgot about the One wh was so good to t



Who did the people serve instead of

When IBsrfamdlse gods failed them, who d

What were the people called who the
wer&@nKings, they were J

Can you relate to the | sraelites 1in
Him for help when there is troubl e,
when things are going well? Why do vy

| f you pick the characteristics of a

Woul d you describe right now as a go
i@ a good time, are you remembdriumgd
are you asking Him for help?



Mighty Man of Valor

Scripture: Judges 6:1-23
Memory Verse:Joshua 1:9

Mave | not commanded you? Be strong
nor be dismayed, for the LORDOYyou Go

For My Family

The I sraelites did evil in the sight of
the people turned their backs on God, and
the I sraelites were overrun. The Midiani't
| and, taking all of the food and | eaving
hungry, and desperate, so they cried out

What kind of person do you think God wc
warrior? Someone with great courage who t

Goliath? A great king with a vast army at
farmer wWha rduisdn Godcanfli Hadca pebbhl em. | n
Gi deon was afraid of his enemies, his cou
the rest of the chapter to | earn more).
To everyone el se, Gideon |l ooked I ike a
Angel of the Lord appeared tOfoGi miegpmt y admall
The Lord saw so much more in Gideon than
that I f Gideon could trust Him and | ean o
his enemies while doing his work to savin
Gi deo@ dirdusst the Lord at first and wou
hel p him believe. |l n this passage, Gideon
Lord, asking Him to prove that i1t was rea
gracious and brought fire up out of the
Maybe you fed@l ilmplea tyacmu ea&ememugh for God
you are too small or young. Gideon shows
things for His Kingdom. You can start syeru
write a card or a |l etter and mail it to s
brothers or sisters. Give your mom and da
some extra chores to make their day easi e
Gi deon, despite his doubts and f ead sbeve

willing servants of the Lord today.



When God called Gideon a mighty man
What were some of the things that Gi

What are some ways that God can wuse

Why did the Lord allow the Midianite

When Gideon was afraid and hiding, t
t

val or. What does this teach us abou
Gideon struggled to believe that God
that you struggle to believe about G
some answers to those struggles and



The Fleece

Scripture: Judges 6:33-40
Memory Verse:James 1:5

u | acks wisdom, | et hi m

OIlOf any of vyo
nd ito will be given to hi

reproach, a

For My Family

War had come to | srael. The Midi ani tes,

that I ived in the east had joined forces
Jezreel. Gideon called for warriors from
Naphtali, and the men | srael came out to
or Gdbighlee maps in titeotsene whHerntdet jadegemsl
Gideon, however, was still a man fill eo
on the outside that he was doing really w
altar to the Lord, and now had gathered a
continued to struggle with trusting the L
Gi deon made a request of God. | f God we
(and save I srael), then when Gideon | eft
morning dew on the fleece but not on the

woul d save | srael
We should stop for one second and take

to do somkithAo@s iHe. Titus 1:2 tells us t
Gideon that He would save I srael by his h
going to do that.

Of course, we read that God gave Gideor
It a second time, with the dew on the gro
It absolutely certain that there could be

The Lord was so gracious to Gideon. Whe

Hi m. When Gideon was doubting, the Lord s
does this for you and me& fasamyeldf. you Jlaamel

ask of God who gives |l iberally andéWhietnh ove
need&®Ghel p with making a decision, or if
graciously asks us to come to Him and He

Al | of us have concerns about what i s

remember that God promised us that He wou
age. And i f He promised to do it, He abso



What did Gideon ask the Lord to do a
When we are struggling with doubts o

What are some other things that God
Remember, i f He promised to do t hem,

Why do you think God gave Gideon the
water ?

James 1:5 says dGiole rga Ivleys avn & @wamt thhoaust e
who ask for Qiitt. h oNhta tmel@red®a M,y i s t ha

Wh a't are some
ul [

er promises that Go
already f fi ?



Judges 7:1-8
Psalm 46: 1

@Godeurrefuge and strengt h,
Avery present 6help in troubl e.

Gideon and 32,000 warrior
war. They were outnumbered b
Amal eki t es, and people of th
be counted. What could 32,00

d

s assembled i
y a huge amou
e east were |
O do against
0

things differently than we . Gideon | a
troops. God | ooked at Ohe raes sag mbllhed Lfooardoy en
not allow the I|Israelites to believe that
won. He needed them to know that He Hi mse
away from the Baals and turn back to wors
glory would be His alone.

Whoever is fearful and afraid, |l et 6him
the Lord told Gideon, and 22,000 men turn
that. What could 10,000 men do against su
thou@mtrely 10,000 men is too few, but the
t h@tokay, but | sure would have |ddhed Ltoo dl
again look®dtavbopms@apdesard, dHée |l gav ® oGimaa
When they went down to the water to drink
to their mouth would be set apart, and 30

must have been relieved. Only 300 more me
10, 000 t&bowtpsnd,eftthe Lord said that by 1t he
He sent the 9,700 home Gi deon went from
expected to defeat the great Midianite ar

Sometimes it can be difficult to under ¢
feels |Ii ke He is making things more diffi
Gideon that even though hWeslkaed hhae rctplodys o
very i mportant that when the victory c¢ame
from God. Someti mes God takes things away
I S . Perhaps you have experienced this you
that the Lord Himself is enough. | f He 1is
overcome any obstacle or problem, and He



How many sol diers did Gideon have at
How many sol diers did Gideon have at

Why did God ask so many men to go ho

Has the Lord taken somet

hing or stome
understand why He would do t

hat ?

Has the Lord ever taken somet hing fr

t hat you were better off without 117
Do you tend to give God the glory fo
typically take credit for your achie



Scripture: Judges 7:9-23

Memory Verse:Prover®ds 3:5

Qrust in the Lord with all your hear
Il n your ways acknowledge Hidm and He

For My Family

The Lord had chosen His army of 300 mer

to Gideon and told Him to go up against t
given them into their hands. But the Lord
Gi deon struggled with fear and doubt, @6d
you ar et lad rlaordd said. Well, of course Gide
against an army too big to even count! Af
strengthened, Gideon we&ht down to spy on

. And t heyE®idwe |dd hyaiu dk mdw t hat God ha
this whole time. The Lord had been giving
Gideon right into their very hearts. Gide
everyone in our story, was now the object
been scared.

What was® Gieaelspoinse to this gracious enc
wor shipped. Gideon praised and worshipped
and who had even been working on his beha
just how involved God was and how much He
Gideon worshipped.

Gi deon and his men went into the camp

pots, shined their | amps® arndhgl,ayere t30i
chosed ddiadnone bit of fighting, they simpl
confused the Midianites and made them fig

The Lord brought victory to Gideon and
behind the scenes throughout t hi®s hwehaorlte tsc
him to trust in God, but also by working

God is working fo® har dot®o hSenede Goodwees iat
struggle with doubt and worry. Right now,
that are so gr@eadvearhaundver sctoaudddnt hem i f  we
voice, trust in His promises and obey His
strengthens wus.



What did God show Gideon to encouradg
What had the Lord done to the Midian

Wh at did the | sraelites do to win th

o worry and fear.
t
God giving the Midianites d

What were the key things that God wa



Scripture: Judges 8:22-35

Memory Verse:Matt hew 6: 21

Where your treasure is,0 there your h

For My Family

The I sraelites had been delivered from
have been no question that the Lord had d
soldiers who went down to face Midian, an
glory shoul d@havenbeeAl &ed it was not so.
prai sed Gideon, not the Lord. They <cried
Gi deon turned the people down, telling th
rule over thémwaGitdeéonrdieénover the peopl

Gi deon asked for the earrings from al/l
course the opl e agreed to give their he
Mi di ani tes | wore earrings that were ma
vast number f them who had fought agains
were added together, it was actually a

Gi deon collected the gold, melted it dc
kind of special shirt or jacke® tdhidtfiiculw
why Gideon made this, but whatever the mo
gol den ephod in his city, and the peopl e,

How sad! Gideon, who had been used so
caused the people to turn away from the O
Aaron and the golden calf, when after God
took out their earrings and forged them i
t hat af tderde@itcheon he people would turn awa
Baal. At the end of his |ife, Gideon coul
Where he started out so well, he ended so

The |ife of Gideon teaches us that God
It also teaches us that we must be carefu
our hearts from pride and greed, and be c
and do. Li®el Giadeomnpo teust the Lomsd dion oaulr
to keep doing that our whole |ives throug



Why Gideon ask for the earrings?
What did Gideon make out of the gol d

After Gideon died, what the people o

What did Gideon do right in this sto
What did Gideon do wrong in this sto
How can we | earn from those things?

Il n Matt hew 6WRedr e weoureatdheasure i s, t
al 8tbow does this apply to Gideon? Hov



FAMILY DEVOS




Judges 4:1-10

Psalm 19: 14

UMay the words of my mouth and the me

your sight, O Lord, émy rock and my r
The cycle started all over again! The I
removed His hand of protection and gave t
man named Siser a. Much | i ke the Midianite
t heyddihcave a vast number of troops that n
chariots, one of the most powerful weapon
Again the people of I1srael cried o@tcty
out to God Himself. They went to the Judg
the name of Deborah. We see women with th
Bi bl e: Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Hul dah (2 K
Anna (Luke 2), and the four daughters of
11 that some women receive the gift of pr
carefully and appropriately. A prophet, o
God and then speaks it to the peopl e. | n

When the people came to he® mnadpankedws
wonderful MaSheaoasrmadide olf | sr a@lo anmdmaredd by
and | W|3IEIO|A(D(:Ab|ya)L@cebhoarnadh al most seemedaas
she was@Whayi dg, yWhiatmesamogudGddwbeadoal ready |
fight this guy. So go aaDle bdoor avlhh atiti gGioadn da | crc

a fancy new ideayryahdnbh&odi dBhe simply t
God had already said. She also knew her r
She Wasanwarrior to go fight the battle 1
their | eader (a man named Barak) to go up

God spoke to Deborah, and then she spolk
the people. God has spoken to us. His Wor
can kneawWsod and then speak those words o
around wu hWeedom receive a speci al me s s a

g .
we need to do is reads Woeradr,n ,ha nadn dt hreenm et nebl el
us wkhnoowd o nt .



What is a prophet (or prophetess) ?
What message did Deborah give to the

How has God spoken to us?

Are you surprised to see a woman as

How di d Deborah honor God with the w
| srael ?

What Bible verses do you have memor i
who @oknow God?



Scripture: Judges 4:8-24

Memory Verse:James 1: 22
Bulie doers of the word, and nodt hear
For My Family

| f we t®& uWotr dGodde can use us to do inecr
toddaypassage, we will see a man who strug:¢
bl essing. We will also see two women that
even though the way they were used might

Il n part one of our study on Deborah, we
spoke it faithfully to the people around
man who appeared to be | eading the soldie
because the Lord was going to give them t
hesitant to trust this message from God,
Barak asked Deborah to come up to the bat
fact that she was not a warrior, but she
not receive the glory of the victory. | ns

Debor ah, Bar ak,

and the army went wup tc

spoke the Word of God to the soldiers, te
to fight with them. The soldiers, encoura
of the Caananites, but Sisera, the | eader
escaped on foot from the battl e.

FIl eeing from Barak and his men, Sisera
his wife, Jael. Unli ke Barak, Jael was de
Sisera into hiding in her tent, then when
victory for the Lord and for | srael

Our | esson today does not teach us to ¢
giant hammers and tent stakes. God has pu
who do evil (police officers, judges, etc
the Lord is calling us to d@dhewefoheyl dod
knows to do good and doleest bet | d&kei Debtoo ah
t wo great women of &heNofrai tam,d wlre yreadaarich G



How did Bar ak shihofw Itlhyatt rhues td iGdlond ?

What are some t hi ngsORTh@btAtyoodua yk n(oaws tc
not doing things you are not suppose

Jael to kil l Si s

Why was it okay r
@ k @fr omh yt Wii 1?2 she r e

fo
i n battle with Bar

Why is it NOT okay for you and | to
more on this)?

What are some ot&d@ewotthi ngkOBEh@Es A (Go.dg .
| ove our neighbors, worship Jesus, e






The Birth of Samson

Scripture: Judges 13

Memory Verse:Proverbs 13:1

A wise son h@&eidssthi sctfiaamerbut a sco
rebuwke.

For My Family

Remember our cycle of sin in Judges? Wi
and their enemies rise up and conquer the
time in ourd sitmmgdi weedypynstart to | ook at
(Samson) and | earn things about his |ife.

Il n a time when every person was doing Vv
husband and wife who were unable to have
told them that the wife would in fact bec
Samssonmom t wo i ngtrdudtnikomsntly dwme ord aé &toh
anything that God has forbidden, because

A Nazirite was someone who made a speci

(or promise) not to drink any wine or eat
and not to make themselves unclean by tou
any grave sites. This was to show that th
supposed to be different, not just on the
devoted to the Lord.

This I s what the Lord wanted from Samsc
be set art and different, to be devoted
we can | ow God and keep Hi s commandmen

ap

fo

start tha
[ [ t h

I

t He could. Samson had parents w
Hi m i n e statutes of the Lord even when
God

Il f you are reading this today, it means

Samssonparents, people whom God has given Yy
Word and His Love. What an incredible gif
di fferent ast wwealnlt. yteu dooesfrol | ow a pr omi se
you to follow a person, Jesus. The Lord w
showing them how we can know Jesus anddwa
have to promise anything to God in order
promi ses that He has already given to us.



What promise did the Angéal pafr enhes ?Lo0
What were some of the promises t hat

Who has God put in your | to teac

i f
di fferent people as possi bl

e
e .

What do you thiGé&t i&fpmetimse Ltoo dPe How
Christians be different from other p

Read Mat&Z/hewWo®&: is what Jesus instruc
Nazirite vow? Think of some ways t ha
mi ght | ead to sinful thoughts |ike p
Have you been given the gift of peop
young age? How do you feel about tha
responsibility to use that gift wise



Judges 14:1-9

Matthew 6: 20

@ut store up for yourselves treasure
destroy and where thiewes do not bre

Do you remember t@efaomwl yhmad8ameoGod?
Nazirite, a person devoted to things of t
three fairly easly eastowmcdiiomls: anyt IDio@mng c m
your haird@ damdc®) achgn hing dead. Sounds si
had been given good parents who would tea
Samson ould grewrughteohbs Usdgel Sadly,
wh o want to fold ometahet hat dwdows hl

I n the first half of Juddgeeem4toweasees
Nazirite vows (except maybe the one about
was hanging out in a @r @pge aki meyarod, hwhsi o
caln eat them addi ylbutcem, why are yolu vees es

that not only did Samson go and&d tboadyp, ab u
scooped out the honey from inside it and
without telling them whedr eevéncmenet if o mend
take a wife from the Philistines, somethi

Even though Samson had been given such
pbringing, he chose the thi s of earth
romi se to God over some s y, gross, d
f Sasmssothory, he was willing to do much mc

God may have given you great parents or

u
P
0

taught you about Him from an early age Y
You might even go to a Christian school a
definitely sitting with someone right now
things poured into your || ife, but you sti
of all the things that God has put in fro
temporary treasures that will fade away?
your | ife that Il ove Jesus @&nd itfeeadh axdwe sa
to follow Jesus for ourselves.



Wh a t were some of the rul es Samson w
Nazarite vow?

How did Samson break his Nazirite vo

Do you think Samson cared more about

Il n this passage, what things did Sam
t han God?

Why do you think Samson concealed th
parents?

What ot her way did Samson disrespect



The Spirit of the Lord Fell Upon Him

Scripture: Judges 15:9-20

Memory Verse:l sai ah 55: 8

OfoMy t hoaurgelot s your thought s,
Noaryour waysos My slwhaids.,

For My Family:
| saiah 55:8 &etheughttshateGondt our tholt

ways. I think the I ife of Samson sums t hi
Samson. Samsonbmwaaskear pamdiael i ar, amongst
fl aws. He seemed to be actively rejecting
God used him mightily.

|l n t®dmgyssage, we see that the Philisti
specifically against Samson. Unli ke Gideo
their enemies, -maamsvare cwkd snga careev. He had a
Phil i st ihnaensd esdilnyg| ecausing an army to co0me
| sraeli tes, scared of fighting against th
hand him over to the Philistines. Samson
but when he was brought to the Philistine
broke the bonds, and with the jawbone of
1000 Philistine soldiers. Samson, who was
Lord, who again blessed him by bringing w

God chose to use and empower one of 't he

do Hi s ork in the | and. Today, God has ¢
empower: the Church God has chosen all o
Hi s work. Just | i ke Samson, we make | ots
choose to do things for our own benefit,
we do not fight to bring violenc@& agai hée
j awbone of a donkey. |l nstead, we fight to
we use Iis the Gospel of Jesus Christ foun
When Samson fought against the Philisti
the ground. When the Lord uses us, He al s
and comforting us through the Holy Spirit
i mperfect vessels | i ke Samson, and even vy



What weapon did Samson use to fight
How many Philistines did Samson figh

How did God provide for Samson?

|l s it surprising that God would choo
Hi s work? Are there any other peopl e
t hat God also used? (Examples: David
mor e)

Do we have to be perfect to be used

How I s the Church a I|little bit | i ke



Judges 16:4-20

John 515

QO am t heamnmehree ,bryamnw hes. He who abi de:
mucfhrui t; for witmotuhd M. you can do

For many year s, Samson had all owed t emg
three components of his Naza te vow, onl
remai ned uncompromi sed. | n t g5, |tihfee ,mowset
this | ast @awvwbwofwaSam$somw bro n and sadl
| ove with a woman named Del il h Slee Saans o
| oved money. The Philistines G
strength so hat they coul d
have been obuvi
succumbed an
shaved, and e
Philistines, nd sad was badly wounded
Samssonstren@t howadnin his arms, so bind
i ngst wwoeud kdenn  Hii ni.oulntd wansnhi s hands, so
es @wodkefleat hi m di tfhoeurn.d litn al®isse t meaiBrg.t hS
m the Lord. Samson had been set apart
t
s

I

a
d depart

[y

i
-
(0]
<
(9]
)

k<r—0'

hat . Unf o®t Unaeefpr Samsohings of the
| ove for the Lord, and that is why h
There are two great | essons to be | earr
relationship with the Lord so
God ceases to work in our lives. We <ca
own strength, which of course | e t o
how 1 mportannoom, hawnwélal | I nto sin. We
our sinful desires and bring them before
Even though Samson came to a point wher
was not done with Samson. |l n verse 22, ev
the Philisti felse hvei rmr emrd hihsatheddhebdgan tge
Samson hope, and as his hair began to 8ro
but we wi || read about that next ti me.



What did Samson tell Del il ah was the
Where wass Ssatmseoongt h really found?

How did the Lord give Samson hope, e
enemi es?

Samson was so in |l ove with Delilah t
relationship with the Lord. What are
much that they compromise their rela
How much pressure do you feel to be

Samssonst ory give us about | ove and r e



Victory in Death

Scripture: Judges 16:23-31

Memory Verse:1 Peter 3:18

For Chri st al so suffered once for S i
us to God, being put to deathoin the

For My Family:

Samson, the mighty Judge of I srael, hac
mocked and | aughed at by his captors. The
minds had delivered Samson to them as pun
brought against them. Whereas before Sams

What had seemed | i ke a great victory foc
t heir t t defeat. Samson f
e ord to strengthen
nd, in his death, won
he Lord used for good

Many years | ater, there would be anothe
and mocked by a crowd. Jesus Christ was n
two pillars. Rather, He was taken to a pl
Cross. Li ke Samson, it seemed that One wh
defeated. Like Samson, the enemy thought
Samson, itodwas hi n hise sgirdeeatlecsrtd vi ct ory was
Samson was a man with many faults and f
i ngs his own way. Jesus was a man who n
s Father and was always obedient to tha
d defeated because of his own sinful na
i fe down so that we could I|ive.

There is of course one other huge dif f e
brought the roof down on the Philistines
in a tomb, and that is the end of the sto
in a tomb, but after three days, Jesus ro

For you and me there is hope in both th
fl awed and i mperfect people, we can stil/l
Jesus did for wus, | i ke Him, we can know t
Jesus did because death has been conquere

r wm

g
0
| e
I

a
o
=
S

o T T



At the end of the story, how did Sam
hel p hi m?

God won a victory through Samson. Ho
Samson died and was buried in a tomb
Il n 1 Samuel 15: 22, we read that obed
this be applied & ol itfhee? end of Samson

How are Samson and Jesus similar I n
di fferent ?

Compare the stories of Samson and Gi
can we | earn from these? (Gideon sta
then fails at the end of his Iife. S
own strength, fails miserably, but t



